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I abandoned myself with all the ardor of a quest.
The tendency of the imagination, even healthy, act-
ing in a vacancy, is to create illusions, or, if there be
a certain occult mental activity, such as that I have
alluded to in my Pittsfield experience, to intensify
its action to such a degree that it finally usurps the
function of the senses. In the solitude of the great
Wilderness, where I have passed months at a time,
generally alone, or with only my dog to keep me
company, airy nothings became sensible; and, in the
silence of those nights in the forest, the whisperings
of the night wind through the trees forced meanings
on the expecting ear. I came to hear voices in the
air, words so clearly spoken that even an incredulous
mind could not ignore them. I sat in my boat one
evening, out on the lake, watching the effects of the
sky between the gaunt pines which, under the preva-
lence of the west winds, grew up with an easterly
inclination of their tops, like that of a man walking,
and thus seemed to be marching eastward into the
gathering darkness. They gave a sudden impression
of a procession, and I heard as distinctly as I eve*
heard human speech, a voice in the air which said
"the procession of the Anakim." Over and over
again, as I sat alone by my camp-fire at night,
dreaming awake, I have heard a voice from across
the lake calling me to come over and fetch it, and
one night I rowed my boat in the darkness more
than a mile, to find no one. Watching for deer
from a treetop one day, in broad sunlight, and look-
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